
 

Vol. 15, No. 2   February 2023 

ANNUAL MEETING PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY TO CELEBRATE 

MINISTRY AND LOOK TO THE FUTURE 

After worship on Sunday, Feb. 5th, all members 
of Holy Trinity are invited to join in our Annual 
Congregational Meeting, in which we’ll review the past year, elect 
representatives, discuss our proposed ministry budget for 2023, and 
vote on resolutions. All of the material is available in our Annual 
Report booklets available in Fellowship Hall, including the specifics of 
our proposed $294,000 budget, and names of all nominees known to 
date. Larry Kudej has been newly nominated for the Visioning Council 
along with several current members renewing terms while others 
have been named for non-council roles. 

There is a lot to ponder and discern! Come and join us at 10:15 with 
your cup of coffee and let’s look to future together! 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES OFFERED THROUGHOUT ASH WEDNESDAY  

The launch of the Lenten season will feature the 
distribution of ashes during worship at 6:30 p.m. on 
Ash Wednesday. Ashes will be available by drive-up at 
other points during the day. If you cannot join us for 
worship, please pull up in one of the handicap parking 
spots near the office and we’ll come to your vehicle. 



PLANNING HELP SOUGHT FOR THIS YEAR’S MEN’S “CHILI AND 

BREW” NIGHT AND/OR WOMEN’S EVENT 

Spring has 
traditionally been 
time for events 
specifically targeted 
at the men and 
women of the 
congregation 
Complete leadership 
is not yet in place for 

either event. If you’d like to be part of the planning team, please let 
us know at office@holytrinityNL.org! 

LUTHERAN DAY ON THE HILL PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN 

AND TO ADDRESS LEGISLATORS ON TUESDAY, MARCH 14TH 

Lutheran Services in Iowa invites 
you to a day of active learning 
advocacy at on March 14th from 
10:00 a.m.-2:00. p.m. Together, 
we’ll hear several speakers 
during the morning and then 
seek to meet with our elected 
leaders to advocate for issues 
that are reflected in our faith 
and values. Breakout sessions 
will address mental health 

access, human services workforce issues, and immigration/refugee 
needs. Pre-registration is required and bus transportation may be 
offered from Iowa City, leaving around 7:00 a.m., if known in advance. 
To access the Zoom link, go to https://lsiowa.org/take-
action/advocate/to participate 

NEWLY UPDATED PHOTO DIRECTORIES have been created and are 

available for pick-up in Fellowship Hall. We haven’t yet printed up 
copies for everyone, but will replenish our supply as needed. 
Remember to submit your fresh family photo if you haven’t already 
done so! 
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MENTAL HEALTH TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 

The Mental Health Advocacy 
Team at Holy Trinity invites you to 
participate in the Green Bandana 
Project Training. The Green 
Bandana Project works to spread 

awareness of resources for those with symptoms of depression 
and/or suicidal thoughts. After the training, participants carry a 
few resource cards with them and tie a green bandana on their 
backpack/purse/etc. to indicate they are safe individuals to 
approach with mental health-related needs and know where to 
find help. The program promotes a stigma-free and supportive 
environment. Many of our high school youth completed the 
training this past October. 

Details: Training on February 
12th during adult forum from 
10:10-11:00am. Follow-up 
discussions on February 19th 
and 26th from 10:10-11:00am. 

All are welcome! This will be a 
safe place to learn and grow in community about how we can 
best support one another and respond to specific mental 
health-related needs. 

IT’S TIME! PLAN TO REGISTER FOR THIS SUMMER’S 

CONFIRMATION CAMP THE WEEK OF JUNE 18TH 

Believe it or not, it’s not too early to start 
thinking about summer! Holy Trinity’s week 
of Confirmation camp at EWALU in 

Strawberry Point for all youth currently in grades 6-8 will be June 18-
23. We hope that all of our youth will be able to participate! 
Registration brochures are in the office or on-line at www.ewalu.org. 
Pending the final approval of our 2023 budget, we plan to be able to 
offer a substantial registration subsidy for all campers again this year! 
Early discount date is Feb. 28th; so don’t delay! 



VIRTUAL “NEXT STEPS” SERIES BEGINS MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH 

If you are seeking a place to call your spiritual home, build 
healthy relationships with others seeking to grow in their faith, 
or simply want to know more about Holy Trinity and how best 
to get connected here, please consider being part of this 
winter’s virtual “Next Steps” series. We will be sharing 
discussion over topics including those of your choosing on 
Monday evenings from 6:30-7:45 p.m., starting Feb. 6th. The 
series will be take place over three consecutive Mondays, Feb. 
6th, 13th, and 20th. At its conclusion, those interested in officially 
joining the community will be officially received a special 
worship opportunity in subsequent weeks. 

If you’d like to be a part of this series, please email Pastor Tim at 
tim@holytrinityNL.org and we’ll look forward to your 
participation, and the chance to get to know you better! 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPE BOOKLETS are now available for pick-

up. We’ve elected to cut down on paper waste and have simplified 
our order this year because so many families now give regularly 
through electronic means. If you’d like a booklet, let us know! 

PRAYER PAGE UPDATE 
• Pray for the people of Ukraine and for a swift and just conclusion 

to the conflict there. 

• Pray for wisdom and courage among NATO leaders in addressing 
the conflict. 

• Pray for the residents of Somalia, Pakistan, Kenya, and Tanzania 
who are living with famine. 

• Pray for those grieving the loss of loved ones in the 40+ mass 
shootings that occurred in the U.S. in January. 

• Pray for John Riehl, frequent worshiper and father of Avery and 
Elise Riehl, recovering from multiple organ transplants. 

• Pray for Dale Burginger, brother of Lois Ludvigson, now in 
hospice care. 

• Pray for Ed Nehring, recently hospitalized after cancer treatment 

• Pray for Dorothy Weedman, now at Windmill Manor in Coralville. 

• Pray for Harold Meyer (husband of Twilla Meyer), recovering at 
home from a broken foot. 
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• Pray for Charles Brumm, father of Ryan Brumm, recently 
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 

• Pray for Gerry Kuhl and family, grieving the loss of Marilu earlier 
this month. 

• Pray for Larry and Kim Kudej, mourning the loss of Kim’s mom, 
Sylvia Huffman, last week. 

• Pray for the family of Marc, a childhood friend of Matt Hibbard 
who died recently. 

• Pray for Traci Neff, undergoing a heart procedure in the next 
couple weeks. 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 

…A record number of Americans had health insurance in 2021. Only 8 
percent lacked health insurance in early 2022, a record low. The gains 
were driven by Americans seeking health-care access in the pandemic 
with help from the extra funds provided by the American Rescue 
Plan. Surprise billing was abolished and most medical debts will no 
longer appear on credit reports (Washington Post, December 19). 

…In 2011, a child in Tacoma, Washington, started a church on Roblox, 
an online game that allows users to create spaces and invite others to 
interact with them. The Robloxian Christians were mostly a space for 
Christian Roblox players to hang out and play together, but it’s grown 
into a full-fledged in-game church with four services a week and 
53,000 members. That’s just one example of church planting in the 
virtual world. Am Shalom, a synagogue outside Chicago, recently 
spent $10,000 in cryptocurrency to buy virtual land for a virtual 
synagogue. Anticipating that wherever humans gather they bring 
religion with them, companies like Meta are increasingly looking to 
monetize the ways religious communities use their platforms 
(Religion and Politics, August 9). 

…Families spend an average of $883 annually per child to play sports. 
Soccer is the costliest at an average of $1,188 per child, while 
basketball runs an average of $1,000 per child. At these rates, many 
middle- and lower-income families are finding their kids priced out of 
team sports altogether. As many as 6.8 million kids are effectively 
barred from youth sports by financial constraints (Washington Post, 
December 12). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


